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He alone among departmental heads at the B.B.C. has direct access to the Director-General, Sir William Haley, who was himself a newspaper man before he went to the corporation, and has a proper sense of proportion where "stories" are concerned.
How, then, did one, and does one, obtain exclusive stories about the B.B.C. and its affairs? As well ask a conjurer to reveal the secret of "Walking Through the Wall." I can, however, give a few clues. The methods include a routine scouring of programmes in advance for likely ideas; systematic gossip with the right people and allowing them to get a word in edgeways; tireless listening and looking; occasional "tips-off" from friends; never breaking a confidence; methodically following up every possible line of inquiry; above all—sheer luck.
Though as a "specialist" I had wonderful freedom and independence, the job was not without its difficulties and anxieties. Now, instead of the Bombay Chronicle and the Indian Daily Mail, I had an appalling list of competitors. My immediate chief was a tall austere man called W. T. Massey, with a shock of white hair and a slight Cockney accent. He was the news editor, and had been one of the most famous war correspondents in World War I, operating in the Middle East. Reporters' room gossip said that he had been offered and refused a knighthood. My childhood dreams forgotten, it never occurred to me, even in the most optimistic moments, that I could ever succeed him as a war correspondent. He was a considerate man, but I held him in great awe and, though he seldom complained, I could see a withering reproof in his glance if I had missed anything. The fact was that my self-reproaches were far more devastating than anything he could have said.
One great trouble was that broadcasting was beginning to upset preconceived news values, as well as methods of collecting news. For instance, sporting results, heard simultaneously by millions, were no longer news. This roused, among the older hands in Fleet Street, a certain hostility to broadcasting and the B.B.C. They did not immediately realise two things: first, that broadcasting was stimulating public interest in such sporting events and